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Item

Strengths

Weaknesses

Research Title: short and precise, capturing
independent and dependent variables where
applicable

Clarity: The document should be readable without
difficulties.

Statement of the Research Problem: i. clear
stipulation of the research thesis; and ii. Whether the
problem is worth addressing, and has been addressed
in an appropriate way.

Research
Questions/Objectives/ hypothesis:




i. Do research objectives describe what
the research is expecting to achieve? ii.
Hypothesis: What does the research
predict (but should not be a guess). Is
the hypothesis formulated from the
theory (theorizing).

Literature Review/ contribution to
knowledge:

R Demonstration of  original
sources, thorough knowledge on the
field and understanding of the main
theoretical and methodological issues.
ii. Should contain a critical,
analytical approach with an
understanding of different scholarly
opinions.

Indication of how will the research

produce new knowledge as a
contribution to the existing one.

Conceptual framework: what are
the key variables of the research, how
are they defined and measured, where
possible how are confounding factors
going to be avoided.

Methodology:
demonstration of understanding of
different methodological approaches
and how they are going to be applicable
in the research.
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